Font Categories


There are three basic categories of fonts: Serif, Sans-Serif and Script. Here is a description of each font category, some examples of each and when each should be use.
	NOTES
	Serif – A serif font is one that has serifs or the extra tails on the end of each letter. The most popular serif font is Times Roman, others include Bookman, Century, Garamond, Lucida, Courier and Palatino. Easier to read on printed material. The eye takes longer to read a serif font in digital form, so it is best used as a title font on a slide so that the viewer spends a little more time reading the title to understand the topic of the slide. 
Serif on the web

The good: 

It aids dyslexic people, as the i, l and 1 (I, L, One) are often very similar in appearance in sans-serif fonts and can thus make things very hard to read for these people. 

Serif fonts are designed as serif to be easy to read, and even on the web they can have that effect. 

They still share a certain visual appeal to many people. 

The bad: 

Font sizes below 12pt are pretty hard to read in serif, for many people. 

As much as the percentage of dyslexic people is not to be ignored, especially when including estimated numbers of people that suffer from dyslexia but either don't know it or don't admit it, it still is a minority we're talking about, and if using serif means harming the majority of your audience, you should think twice about it. (size 12)

Font sizes below 12pt are pretty hard to read in serif, for many people. 

As much as the percentage of dyslexic people is not to be ignored, especially when including estimated numbers of people that suffer from dyslexia but either don't know it or don't admit it, it still is a minority we're talking about, and if using serif means harming the majority of your audience, you should think twice about it. (size 11)

Font sizes below 12pt are pretty hard to read in serif, for many people. 

As much as the percentage of dyslexic people is not to be ignored, especially when including estimated numbers of people that suffer from dyslexia but either don't know it or don't admit it, it still is a minority we're talking about, and if using serif means harming the majority of your audience, you should think twice about it. (size 10)


Sans-Serif – A sans-serif font does not the serifs or extra pieces at the ends of the letters. The most popular sans-serif font is Arial, others include Century Gothic, Helvetica, Lucida Sans, Tahoma and Verdana. A sans-serif font is easier to read in digital format, so it is best used for body text on a slide so that the viewer can quickly read the point and return their attention to the speaker. Good even for small(er) type on screens.
Sans-serif on the web

good

Even very small type is generally very easy to read in sans-serif. 

Plenty of studies have pointed out that people can read sans-serif better and faster on the web than serif, as opposed to the printed world where the opposite tends to be true. Most web pages and digitized media are laid out in sans serif typefaces because serifs often detract from readability at the low resolution of displays.

Script – A script font is one that tries to emulate handwriting. Some script fonts are Brush Script, Edwardian Script, Freestyle Script, French Script, Papyrus and Vivaldi. (these scripts are in size 16 font). A script font is quite hard to read and should not usually be used on a slide since the viewer will spend too much time trying to read the words and not be able to focus on the message. On printed material use briefly.
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